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Literal believer Liberal member

“Do you consider yourself a literal believer or a more liberal member of your religion?”
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“Do you worship in a church, synagogue, mosque or temple:”
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Not very Average Very important

“How important would you say prayer is in your personal and family life; 
in your professional life?”
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“Do you read religious texts frequently?”
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“Do you believe that miracles have happened in the past?”

(n=1134)



Percentages may not equal 100 due to rounding

70%

30%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Consumer Total

Yes No

“Do you believe that miracles can occur today?”
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Literally true Metaphorically true Pious imaginings 

“Should any of the Bible's miracle stories (such as the parting of the Red Sea in the 
Exodus for Jews or the resurrection of Jesus for Christians) be taken as:”
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“Do you believe that the Bible is written by God, inspired by God or do you see it 
primarily as human ancient literature?”
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“Do you believe that religion is a reliable and necessary guide to life?”
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“Do you believe that medical practice should be guided by religious moral teaching?”
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“Do you encourage your patients to pray? If so, do you encourage them because you 
believe this is psychologically beneficial or because you think that God might answer 

their prayers, or both?”
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“Do you encourage your patients to have others pray for them?”
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“Do you pray for your patients as a whole?”
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“Do you pray for individual patients?”
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“Have you ever seen treatment results in patients that you would consider miraculous, 
that is, unexplainable by science?”
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How much of the outcome of medical or surgical treatment of a patient do you believe is 
related to forces totally outside of your control (referring here to the "supernatural" or 

an "Act of God" and not to things like HMO decisions)?

(n=1134)
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“Do you consider yourself a literal believer or a more liberal member of your religion?”
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“How important would you say prayer is in your personal and family life; 
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“Should any of the Bible's miracle stories (such as the parting of the Red Sea in the 
Exodus for Jews or the resurrection of Jesus for Christians) be taken as:”
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“Do you believe that the Bible is written by God, inspired by God or do you see it 
primarily as human ancient literature?”
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“Do you believe that religion is a reliable and necessary guide to life?”
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“Do you believe that medical practice should be guided by religious moral teaching?”
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“Do you encourage your patients to pray? If so, do you encourage them because you 
believe this is psychologically beneficial or because you think that God might answer 

their prayers, or both?”
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“Do you encourage your patients to pray? If so, do you encourage them because you 
believe this is psychologically beneficial or because you think that God might answer 
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“Do you encourage your patients to have others pray for them?”
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“Do you pray for your patients as a whole?”
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“Do you pray for individual patients?”
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“Have you ever seen treatment results in patients that you would consider miraculous, 
that is, unexplainable by science?”
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“Have you ever seen treatment results in patients that you would consider miraculous, 
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How much of the outcome of medical or surgical treatment of a patient do you believe is 
related to forces totally outside of your control (referring here to the "supernatural" or 

an "Act of God" and not to things like HMO decisions)?

(n=239)

(n=275)

(n=21)

(n=75)

(n=299)

(n=20)



Percentages may not equal 100 due to rounding

0%

0%

0%

0%

2%

0%

17%

30%

0%

20%

26%

15%

65%

70%

100%

60%

47%

39%

19%

0%

0%

20%

26%

46%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Hindu

Buddhist

Islamic

Sikh

Other

None

All A lot Little None

How much of the outcome of medical or surgical treatment of a patient do you believe is 
related to forces totally outside of your control (referring here to the "supernatural" or 

an "Act of God" and not to things like HMO decisions)?
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